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The patient was a woman, aged 24. The condition was very extensive over the upper part of the trunk in front and was limited behind to the interscapular region. The breasts and sternal region were covered with linear and irregular clumps of typical acanthomata; in the axilla the small growths were, as is usual in these cases, more pendulous and hung in clusters, some of the individual ones being as large as a big raisin. The increase of pigmentation was well marked, more especially over the sternum. The first signs of the deformity were noticed very soon after birth on the back, but nothing appeared on the chest until after puberty, and at the age of eighteen there was a considerable increase in the size and in the area covered by the small warty growths. The points of interest in the case are that, on the situation where it was first noticed soon after birth, there had been very little increase; but on the front of the thorax, where there was nothing to be seen in childhood, there had recently been very marked growth. Also the opportunity had been taken for testing the effect of kataphoresis on these warty growths, the larger pendulous tumours in the axillke being chosen for this purpose. Magnesium ions were tried in the right axilla and zinc ions in the left. The treatment had so far been carried out on three occasions at a week's interval; the current was taken from a drycell battery, and varied between 20 and 25 inilliamperes for fifteen to eighteen minutes. The magnesium solution varied from a 5 per cent. to a saturated solution of the sulphate. On the right side, where the magnesium salt had been used, there was very little difference in the size of the growths, but on the left the zinc had caused the tumours to shrivel and shrink to less than half their previous size. The exhibitor desired to express his indebtedness to Dr. Freshwater for carrying out the electrical treattment.
